Lingua Latina

Where in the world did the Latin language come from???

Latin, the official language of the Roman Empire, was the native language of the Aborigines.  The Aborigines were the inhabitants of a country called Latium (on the coast of Italy).  Their king was named Latinus.  When Aeneas, a hero of the Trojan War, led his people to Italy (around 1000 BCE), they settled in Latium and united with the Aborigines.  This new tribe was called the Latins.

How many people in the world spoke Latin???

Latin was the official language of the known world from 100 BCE to around 400 CE.  At the height of the Roman Empire around 400 CE, 50,000,000 people spoke Latin.

Where in the world were all those Latin-speaking countries???

The Roman Empire encompassed the countries around the Mediterranean Sea.  The word Mediterranean comes from two Latin words, medius – meaning “in the middle of” and terra – meaning “land,” literally, “a sea in the middle of land.”  The Romans not only conquered Hispania, (Spain and Portugal), Gallia (France), Graecia (Greece), Africa (northern Africa), Arabia (Arabia, Israel, and Lebanon), and Asia (Turkey), but they also conquered Britannia (Britain), Germania (Germany), and Armenia (Iraq and Iran).

Was Latin spoken the same all over the world???

From the founding of Rome in 753 BCE until the fall of the Roman Empire around 410 CE, only one pronunciation of the Latin language existed – Classical Latin.  In this form vowels had only two sounds, long or short, and never changed either before or after consonants.  Consonants had only one sound, hard.  During the Middle Ages, when Latin was the official language of the Christian Church, pronunciation changed.  Some vowels had only one sound and some consonants had two sounds.  This Latin is called Medieval or Ecclesiastical.

Is Latin dead???

One frequently hears: Why study Latin, it’s a DEAD language?  Well… Latin became the parent language of modern Spanish, French, Portuguese, Italian, and Rumanian (looks like Roman, doesn’t it?).
80% of our educated English comes from Latin.  This means that the professional vocabulary used by artists, musicians, doctors, nurses, scientists, engineers, architects, soldiers, lawyers, writers, secretaries, teachers, farmers, and many others comes from Latin.  Some words come without change: honor, maximum.  Others have a small change.  What do these words mean: libertas, paeninsula, natura, gloria?  And other words become root words with prefixes and suffixes added to change the meaning.  For example: aqua means “water,” English derivatives are aquarium, aquatic, aqueous, aqueduct, aquamarine, aquarius, and aquifer.
The Vatican continues to use Latin as its official language.  In all correspondence sent to other countries or at meetings in the Vatican, the common language is Latin.

Several modern day scholars continue to use Latin for their communication.  Because the languages of North America, South America, Europe, Africa, and Asia have been influenced by Latin, these people all share Latin as one common language.  These modern day scholars are called neoclassicists (new classicists).  They use the same vocabulary as the Catholic Church, as well as numerous new terms for technical areas (called neo-Latin).  
What do you think is Latin dead?

